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THE CAROLE LOMBARD STORY
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American octress Carale Lombard had mony claims to fome.

Carole has been recognised by the American Film Institute os cne of
the greatest stars of all time and wos the highest-paid Hollywood star
in the lote 192305, She was married to Hollyweood heart-threb Clark
Gable, and was the very first ocwner of this Duesenberg.

Lembard made her film debut at the oge of twelve when she was cast
g on b By in A Porfog! Crime (12 27).

Her coreer really took off in 1934 when she storred incttee film Twenticth
Ceontury, In 1238 Corgle achieved criticol ocdaim ond on Acodemy
Aword norminaficn far her rele in My Mon Goofrcy,

By fhiz lore 1 230: lLonmbord wos corning around SLISEQO000 o year
which at the timne was five fmes the salary of the President af the Lnired
States It was this level of incoene which cllowed Carele to indulgs in
cre of her passions - the purchose ef beautiful motar vchizles.

LOMBARD MEETS GAEBLE

After a failed marricge to acter Willicun Powell and relaticnchips with
the likes of Gary Cooper, Lombard fell for Clark Gable, who wos still
married ta oil heiress Ria Langham.

At the time MGM was trying to sign a reluctant Goble fo play the role
of Rhett Butler in Gone With The Wind. The story goes that to sweeten
the deal MGM boss Louis B. Mayer agreed to pay the money required
to setthe o divorce agreement with Lenghom.

Carcle Lombard and Clark Gable married on March 29, 193% during
a breck in production on Gone With The Wind.

AN UNTIMELY DEATH

Mot lang after the US entered Warld War I, Lembard trovelled to
her home state of Indiana for @ war bond rally with her mother and
Clork Gable’s press agent Oto Winkler

Lombord was oble to raise
more  than $S2milllon In h“
defence bonds in a single
night. Tragically all three
died when their plane
crazhed on the return frig
1o LA,

A LOVE OF CARS

Both Carale Lombard and her hushand Clark Gable were huge fons
of the Duesenbearg imetor car.

According to Duesenberg records Carale bought this very Duesenberg
brond mew in 1934,

The cars are very voludhkle. In 2011 a 19371 Duecenberg Model 1 long-
wheel baze coupe scld at awcticn in ke United States far $US10.34
million putting it in the top five highest prices ever paid for o mator
wvehicle.

In 2012 o 1935 Duesenberg Model Ik convertlble coupe awned by
Clark Goble was put up for aucticn bur wos passed In of S&.dmillicn.

The cennecticn betwesn the entertfaliment ingdustry and Duesenberg
brand contineas in the US todoy with talk show host Jloy Leno cwming
14 of the cars.
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EVOLUTION OF THE DUESENBERG

The Cuzsenberg stary is a story af Fea inrmigront brathers ond a drearn
e boild the linesl outomabile i the world,
L f

Frizdrich ond Aypgust Duesenberg were barn in Lippe, Gernany ond
immigraled lo the Uniled Slales in 1884 wilh Their widewsd mslhaer
and four clder brethers and slsters,

They were raised on a form in Rockford, lowa, A fow yoars aftor
lzav¥ing schacl the poir teomed ua to epen o bicycle Fwap but it wose't
lang belore hay moved inla the aulamelive bosiness,

I 1504, the brarhers received financial backing from lovwyer Edward
R Mason and they begon building o lightweight 2-cylinder Mason
outcmobile.

In 120% the company was bought by Senotor Frederick Louis Maytag
but the relationship was shartlived and in 1911 Maytag decided his
future lay in woshing machines net cors,

By 1913 Fred ond Augie had moved to 5t Poul, Minnesoto and
established the Duesenberg Motor Company specialising in racing cor
and powerbool engines.

Thez Dussenkberg name storted ta be noticed when Eddie Rickenbocker,
the fomred World War § figliler ace, drove o Duesenberg o o 10Hh
place finish in the 1914 Indionopolis 500,

Cwesenbergswould goantowin

the ‘Indy 500" in 1924, 1925 W"

and 1927, The brand gained #

international recognition when zﬂ—._ 32,

American limmy Murphy drave |

a Duesenbeng towinthe French |

Grand Prix. | e -

Following Werld Wear | the brothers moved to Indionopolis and storted
wark on their ewn procuction cars. The resull was the Model A which
debuted at the New York Auto Show In 1920, The Model A did not
sl o3 well a3 hoo been hoped ond e Dussenperg compony began
o shruegela.

It was then boughr by Errett Labban Cord in 1%24. Cord was alreody
producing meter cars under the Auburn brand,

Fred cloyed on while &ogia =0 1o a separale Duetenharg campany
producing raclng cars.

E. L Cord gove Fred free reign to produce “the greatest automebile
evermade inthe United
Srates”. In less than two
| years Fred came up
with the Dussenberg
Model 1

The car was based
around a powerful
eight evlinder motar
putting out 245 horsepowern In the mid-1930s Duessnberg Brought

out o super-charged versice giving 325 horsepower and fop speeds
recching 140mph.

Only the rich and powerful owned a Duesenberg. Over the years
owners have included Carole Lombard, Clark Gable, Al Capane, Mas
“est, Howard Heghes, The Duke of Windsor, Willam Rondelph Hearst
and King Alfonso Xl of Spain,

Over nine years, o tatal of 481 Dussenberg Model | motor wehicles
were produeced.

Unfortunately Fred did not live to see them all. He was killed in 1932
while out reod testing a customer’s car.

Shortly after Fred's death Augie retarmed te the cempony and cantinwed
ta work there for the neat five yoars,

Bul by 1937 il woz cll aver The Auburn-Cerd-Duscenbarg campony
wis closed and with it ane of the greatest chapters In the history of
the American automotive industry,
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RESTORATION OF THE DUESENBERG

Thiz car arfi-ed in Weansko in 207110 hed bean porlly reslared in the Uniled Slales by ils Tomar awnar whe had had The ear sines e
early 1850s, The wahicle hoz ondargone & "bady ol reclaralion in Wonake which wos canded ool in lwa parla, The Body woas ramoved and
widarwenl panel, painl end ophalslery werck while the chozsic ond maelar were reclared separalely, The Twa gl hen Gnally came logelhear

allewing the finlshing weork 1o ta<e place.

‘While the wehlcle was in extremely geod condltion «when It ardved there were still some parts missing which hod o be fabricared locally, This
Inclucled rost af t1e windscreen frame, the wing mirrces, the hood boes and irens along «ith the seat base and frames, The palnt finlsh s an

ariging]l Dussenberg colour scheme of red and block.

Cinee the body was remaved work could start on the rurning chassis.
Thiz iz abaut half way threegh the chassi renevetion
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= The matar wasingosd workingarder
but did need some odjustments.
Here the com settings are being
checked.,
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The body wos stripped down to the bore mefol by Lee ond the
teom ot Rodz and Bestos in Wonoka, Some features on the original
bodywork hod been filled with lead to produce o smoath finish.

The lead had to be melted before being removed fo restore the

ariginal lack.
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Mew saats had ta be made fram
serafcf The restorers were nsistent
on wing springs i the seafs os per
the ariginal. The new uphalstery was
finkshied off in high-grade red allan
lecther., Wark carried owt by Bevan
Garland from Upholstery Alley.
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‘While the cor wos mostly intoct

when It

arrived n ‘Wonoka

some parts were missing and
had to be fabricated locally.
These ports were mode by
Barry Maorgaon of Parformonce
Engingering.

The stunning paint job
ls  complete and
work starts en seftting the
hood bews and lrens. All
woodwerk constructed by
John Martin from Designs
M Wi,

O




DUESENBERG

DUESENBERG MODEL J

The Duesenberg Model J has been described os the greatest car ever
made in lhe Lniled Slales.

In the 19335 it was regarded as the fastest, mest flamboyant and
technically advonced motor vehicle in the warld.

There waos nothing quite like it ond the Dussenberg J waos the first
American car to go head re head with the best Eurapean cars when it
came to luxury and engineering.

-h“.

There were ocnly 481 Duwesenberg
Model ) cors buill. They were
manufactured Berwaan 1928 and
1937. It is a restament to the value
and guality of these cars that there
are still some 378 remaining in the
world roday.

The Duesenberg ] was released as a running chassis only. The cost at
the time for the chassis and motor was $US8,500 rising fo $US9,500
by the end of 1934,

Customers then chose from a caotalogue of coeach built body designs.
There were some 40 different designs to cheose from. The boadies cast
anywhere between $US7,000 and $US20,000.

Te put this in perspective the average
physician in the US at the time was earning
less than SUS3,000 per yearn Af the
time when the first | model Duesenbergs
went on the market you could buy three
Packards or 60 Fords.

Some owners purchosed two bodies, a
summer body - roadster or Phaeton - and
awinter body - normally a four-deor hard
top sedan. The foctary could chonge the
bady aver in a matter of hours.

While the 2xguisile design and lyagious Fealures of The cor oflraslad
many sustamners, ethers were drawn by the sheor pawer of the moror

The Straight B motor developed 265 horsepower and 320 horsepower
#ilh g sepercharger liled. s ne aresl civals al the lime The W1 & Coadillce
and ¥ 12 Packards, put cut 173 horscpower.

Advertising for the Duesenberg | gulled no punches. Adverfisements
degcribed il g "The "Wiorld’s Finesl malor Car™. They halked aboaul o
*new concept of motoring thor could not be obtained from any other

[ == |

Chne series of odvertisements did not feature the cors or onything
about the wehicles, rather they depicted men and women portaking in
pursuits such as salling, shooting or going 1o the theatre.

THIS CAR

This Dwesenberg | wos
manufaciured in 1934
and carries o Le Baron
Ysweep panel” dual-
cowl sparts phoeton
body. One of @
made. The Le Baron
has been described
as the “guintessential
Duesenberg” design.

According to Duesenberg records this car was sold new o Hollywood
star Carcle Lombord in 1934, It waos then owned by the same Americoon
owner fram the sarly 1350s urtil 20T 1 when it changed inta Mew
Zealand ewnership and began the journey to its new home in Wanakea.




