Packard returns to Chateau Tongariro after 70 years
Story and Photos by Debbie Adding, daughter of Connie and Henry Rynbeek

Back in July, Rob and I took Mum and Dad away for a few days, down south, ostensibly to take the
745 for a run to the Chateau Tongariro. There is a bit of history to this car, and I wrote to the manager of the hotel, explaining the link between this car and the Chateau, during the years of the 2nd
World War.
Letter to Manager of the Chateau:
“As you are aware, during the 2nd World War, the hotel was commandeered by the government as
a sanatorium. During this time, a very special car, a 1930 Packard 745 was also requisitioned by
the government, to be used as a supplies and delivery vehicle for the Chateau. This car was custom built by Packard motor car company for Robert Laidlaw, the founder of the Farmers Trading
Company. At the time it was a very special car, and only a few of this model were ever built. The
hotel (sanatorium) converted the car by cutting the top half off so that it could be used for delivering
crates of supplies!
After the war, the car ended up on a farm near Te Kuiti. My father bought it several years ago, and
has had it fully restored back to its 100% original condition (see photos attached). This is a very
rare car, and has taken several dedicated people untold hours over five years to bring it back to
this state. The restoration is only just complete. My husband and I drive the car for my father as he
is nearly blind and has had strokes, so his health does not allow him to do so. We are planning to
take my parents in the Packard for a “jaunt” and thought it would be very special to take it all the
way to the Chateau, for nostalgia’s sake, and get a photo or two while there.”
We went to Taupo on Sunday 5 July. The next morning we went to the Chateau – the 6th. We were
royally welcomed, and left the 745 out the front until the early evening where she was admired by
many. Tony Abbott, the manager suggested we park the 745 in their garage/workshop overnight to
keep her warm and dry. This is the same garage where it used to go to ‘bed’ during her service to
the Chateau in the war years! The Packard drove very well, although as we climbed in altitude for
the last few miles approaching the Chateau she
had a few wee splutters.
Mum and I wondered
whether she was having
some bad memories of her
time working there! She is
really a very grand lady!
On Tuesday morning she
drove smoothly again,
pleased to be making her
way home to Auckland!

Photo of Henry Rynbeek with
his 1930 Packard 745
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Above: 1930 Packard 745 in front of Chateau Tongariro
Below: 745 in Hotel garage where it used to live 70 years ago! Robert, Henry and Connie.
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The cars shown below are all for sale ex-USA. Thanks to Robert Duncan for sending these.
If anyone is interested, please contact Robert Duncan (Robert’s contact details on page 1 of magazine)

1931 Packard Dual Cowl Phaeton. Price unknown

1936 Packard Super 8 Roadster. Price approx’ US$180,000-$200,000

1936 Packard 120B Conv’ coupe. Approx” US$75,000

1937 Packard 120C Conv’ coupe. Approx’ US$100,000

1929 Stutz Aluminium bodied speedster. Approx’ US$100,000—$120,000
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Below is a copy of the inspection sheet for new Packards and their 1000 and 3000 mile checks.
Photocopy this page and use it as your checklist when servicing your own Packard.
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